
 
For further information and definitions of terminology, please see our annual publication 'First Time Entrants to the Justice System in Northern Ireland 2015/16', which is available at www.justice-ni.gov.uk.

First Time Offenders

in Northern Ireland, 2015/16

2015/16 at a glance

Trends
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The number of first time offenders (8,848) decreased by 7.9% 

from 2014/15 ...

... whilst as a proportion of all offenders, remained unchanged 

(30.4%)
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29,083 cases were dealt with by conviction or diversion in the justice system in 2015/16

First offences by age band of 
offender

8,848 First Offences (30.4%) Of first offences, 37.9% were 
dealt with by diversion

Gender 
of 

Offenders

71.6% of 1st time 
offenders were 

male

Nearly half of all 
offences (46.9%) 
by females were 

first offences

Over two thirds of 
all diversions 

issued to females 
(67.1%) were for 

first offences

Just over half of all 
diversions issued 
to males (53.6%) 

were for first 
offences

23.7% of all convictions 
were for first offences.

Imprisonment disposals 
were the outcome in 

relation to only 1.5% of 
first offences.

More than three times as 
many 1st offenders than 
further offenders were 
dealt with by diversion 
(37.9% versus 12.5%)

Offence 
Classification

Motoring 
accounted for 

more than half of 
all first time 

offenders (51.3%)

First offences made 
up the largest 

proportion of total 
convictions and 

diversions for sexual 
offences, fraud and 
motoring offences 

First offences were 
dealt with mainly 
by diversion for 
drugs and public 
order offences

First offences in 
motoring, sexual and 
fraud categories were 
mostly dealt with by 

conviction

First 
Offences

30.4%

Further 
Offences

69.6%

10 - 17
11.0%

18 - 24
28.4%

25 - 29
14.0%

30 - 39
18.7%

40 - 49
13.6%

50 - 59
8.2%

60 & over
5.1%

Other/unknown
1.0%

Conviction
62.1%

Diversion
37.9%


