Records and Information

Management Team
Dundonald House
Upper Newtownards Road
Belfast
BT4 3SU
Tel: 028 90378377
email: NIPSFOI@dojni.x.gsi.gov.uk

Sent to: Your Ref:
Our Ref: 15:315

Date: November 15

Dear

FOI Case No. 15:315

Thank you for your letter of 06 October 15 which was treated as a request for

information under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

You requested:

I would like to submit a Freedom of Information request to the Northern Ireland
Prison Service in relation to information on:

* Prisoners unlawfully at large

* Prisoners released early

* Prisoners held beyond their release date

| have asked for information dating back ten years, if this time period is too
long please give me as many years as possible to comply with time and cost
exemptions. Please do not hesitate to get in touch if there are any issues with

this request.



Since 2005 how many prisoners have been deemed “unlawfully at large” after
being given permission for leave but did not return. Please give me an excel
spreadsheet breakdown outlining details on individual cases with columns
outlining:

- The year it occurred,;

- What prison they were released from;

- Why they were released e.g. pre-release work scheme, Christmas leave etc.

- What crime(s) the prisoner was serving a sentence for;

- How long a sentence they were serving;

- How long they were at large for or if they are still at large;

- Did the prisoner receive any sanctions when returned e.g. increased

sentence, loss of privileges etc.

Since 2005 how many prisoners have been released early by mistake. Please
give me an excel spreadsheet breakdown outlining details on individual cases
with columns outlining:

- The year it occurred,;

- What prison they were released from;

- What crime(s) the prisoner was serving a sentence for;

- Reason given for the mistake;

- How long a sentence they were serving;

- How early they were released in days, weeks or months etc;

- How long they were at large for or if they are still at large;

- Were any staff disciplined and if so how many and what sanctions were

imposed;

Since 2005 how many prisoners have been held in custody beyond their actual
release date. Please give me an excel spreadsheet breakdown outlining details
on individual cases with columns outlining:

- The year it occurred,;

- What prison they were located in:

- What crime(s) the prisoner was serving a sentence for;

- Reason given for the mistake;



- How long a sentence they were meant to be serving;

- How long they were in prison beyond the date they were due to be released,;

- Did the prisoner receive any compensation, if so how much;

- Were any staff disciplined and if so how many and what sanctions were

imposed;

As the requested information has been sourced from many different
departments and PRISM (Prisoner Records Information System Manager) it has
not been possible for various reasons to give all the information requested.

Please see attached our reply with as much information that was feasibly

possible to collate for this request.

The information supplied to you continues to be protected by the Copyright, Designs
and Patents Act 1988. You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any
non-commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting. Any
other re-use, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the
copyright holder. Most documents supplied by DOJ will have been produced by
government officials and will be Crown Copyright. You can find details on the
arrangements for re-using Crown Copyright on OPSI (Office of Public Sector

Information) Online at:

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/about/copyright-notice.htm

Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be
protected by the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information
originated. You must ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any
third party (non Crown Copyright) information.

If you are unhappy with the result of your request for information you may request an
internal review within two calendar months of the date of this letter. If you request an

internal review please do so in writing stating the reasons to the address above.

If following an internal review you were to remain dissatisfied you may make a

complaint to the Information Commissioner and ask him to investigate whether the


http://www.opsi.gov.uk/about/copyright-notice.htm

DOJ has complied with the terms of the FOIA. You can write to the Information

Commissioner at:

Information Commissioner
Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

The Commissioner will not investigate a complaint unless an internal review

procedure has been carried out.

Further details on the role of the Information Commissioner and the handling of

appeals can be found at: www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk

If you wish to discuss this please contact the Records and Information Management
Team using the contact details provided at the top of the first page. Please

remember to quote your reference in any correspondence.

Yours sincerely,

Records & Information Management Team


www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk

Unlawfully at Large (UAL)

Year Occurred Prison Released Why Released Length of Length of time
From (Home/Christmas leave etc) Sentence UAL (Days)
HYDEBANK
2007 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 2yrs 6 mths 9
2007 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 3yrs 4 mths <1
2007 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 3years <1
2007 Hydebank Wood Xmas Home Leave 3years 10
2007 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 9months 1
2008 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 3years <1
2008 Hydebank Wood Xmas Home Leave 3years 161
2008 Hydebank Wood Resettlement Leave 17years 20
2008 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 10months <1
2009 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 1yr 9mths <1
2009 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 3years <1
2010 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 4years <1
2010 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 3years 2
2010 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 2years <1
2011 Hydebank Wood Compassionate Temp Release(Hw) 2years <1
2011 Hydebank Wood Xmas Home Leave 3years 2
2011 Hydebank Wood Compassionate Temp Release(Hw) <1
2011 Hydebank Wood Xmas Home Leave 2years 1
2012 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 2years 6mths <1
2012 Hydebank Wood Home Leave Syears 2
2012 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 2years 6mths 7
2012 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 3years <1
2012 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 2years 2
2013 Hydebank Wood Home Leave Syears 1
2014 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 6months 5
2014 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 6months 1
2014 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 2years 6mths 2
2015 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 8months <1
2015 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 7months 1
2015 Hydebank Wood Home Leave 6months <1




Unlawfully at Large (UAL)

Year Occurred Prison Released Why Released Length of Length of time
From (Home/Christmas leave etc) Sentence UAL (Days)
Prison Released Why Released Length of Length of time
Year Occurred .
From (Home/Christmas leave etc) Sentence UAL
MAGHABERRY

2007 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 4yrs 31
2007 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 3yrs 6mths 3
2008 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 8yrs 7
2008 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 2yrs 6mths 14
2008 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 9mths <1
2008 HMP Maghaberry Xmas Home Leave 3yrs 6mths <1
2008 HMP Maghaberry Pre-Release Scheme 9yrs 2
2008 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 7yrs <1
2008 HMP Maghaberry Pre-Release Scheme 11lyrs 2
2008 HMP Maghaberry Resettlement Leave 3yrs 1
2009 HMP Maghaberry Pre-Release Scheme 14yrs 5
2009 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 2yrs 1
2009 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 2yrs 2
2009 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 2yrs 6mths 2
2009 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 1yr 9mths <1
2009 HMP Maghaberry Pre-Release Scheme 1
2009 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 6yrs 6mths 4
2009 HMP Maghaberry Pre-Release Scheme 10yrs <1
2009 HMP Maghaberry Pre-Release Scheme 10yrs 10
2009 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 3yrs <1
2009 HMP Maghaberry Pre-Release Scheme 8
2009 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave lyr 5
2010 HMP Maghaberry Pre-Release Scheme <1
2010 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 3yrs 6mths 1
2010 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 2yrs <1
2010 HMP Maghaberry Pre-Release Scheme 6yrs 27
2010 HMP Maghaberry Pre-Release Scheme 13yrs <1
2010 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 7yrs 2
2010 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 4yrs 6mths 1




Unlawfully at Large (UAL)

Year Occurred Prison Released Why Released Length of Length of time
From (Home/Christmas leave etc) Sentence UAL (Days)
2010 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 1tr 9mths 1
2010 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave lyr <1
2011 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave lyr <1
2011 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 2yrs 14
2011 HMP Maghaberry Pre-Release Scheme 15yrs 346
2011 HMP Maghaberry Pre-Release Scheme 15
2011 HMP Maghaberry Pre-Release Scheme 1
2011 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 9mths <1
2011 HMP Maghaberry Pre-Release Scheme 14yrs 1
2011 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 6yrs 8mths 2
2012 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 16yrs <1
2012 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 15yrs <1
2012 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 7mths 1
2012 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 7mths 6
2012 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 3ys <1
2012 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 10yrs 17
2012 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 12yrs 3mths 4
2012 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 14yrs 7
2012 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 12ys 3
2012 HMP Maghaberry Pre-Release Scheme 4yrs 2
2012 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 2yrs 6mths 1
2013 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 7yrs 6mths 672
2013 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 11lyrs 1
2013 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 291days 2
2013 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 2yrs 11
2013 HMP Maghaberry Ctr Unescorted 12yrs 4
2013 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 2yrs 6mths 1
2013 HMP Maghaberry Xmas Home Leave 12yrs 3
2013 HMP Maghaberry Ctr Unescorted 6mths 2
2013 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 7days 1
2013 HMP Maghaberry Resettlement Leave 4yrs 6mths 11
2013 HMP Maghaberry Home Leave 5yrs 56



Unlawfully at Large (UAL)

Year Occurred

Prison Released

Why Released

From

2013 HMP Maghaberry
2013 HMP Maghaberry
2013 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2014 HMP Maghaberry
2015 HMP Maghaberry
2015 HMP Maghaberry
2015 HMP Maghaberry
2015 HMP Maghaberry
2015 HMP Maghaberry
2015 HMP Maghaberry
2015 HMP Maghaberry
2015 HMP Maghaberry
2015 HMP Maghaberry
2015 HMP Maghaberry
2015 HMP Maghaberry

(Home/Christmas leave etc)

Home Leave
Home Leave
Home Leave
Pre-Release Scheme - Leave
Home Leave
Home Leave
Home Leave

Ctr Unescorted

Ctr Unescorted
Home Leave

UTR - Unescorted
Voluntary Work
Home Leave

Ctr Escorted

ATR - Escorted
Xmas Home Leave
UTR - Unescorted
Home Leave
Home Leave
Home Leave
Home Leave
Home Leave
Home Leave
Burren Phase 3
UTR - Unescorted
UTR - Unescorted
Xmas Home Leave
Pre-Release Scheme - Leave
Home Leave
Home Leave
Home Leave

Home Leave

Length of
Sentence

2yrs 4mths
1yr 2mths
1yr 8mths
16yrs

1yr 6mths
302days
4yrs 6mths
232days
449days
10mths
1l4days
10yrs

1yr 2mths
3yrs 5mths 27days
12yrs

3yrs 6mths
6yrs 8mths
2yrs 4mths
8yrs

3yrs 6mths
2yrs

1yr 6mths
3yrs

12yrs
20yrs
15yrs

2yrs 1mth 31days
17yrs

6yrs

3yrs 6mths
3yrs 4mths
10yrs

Length of time
UAL (Days)

P, RN R

<1
<1
<1

<1l
<1
39
78
<1

<1

<1

<1
67

239
<1

<1
<1

<1
41



Unlawfully at Large (UAL)

Year Occurred Prison Released Why Released Length of Length of time
From (Home/Christmas leave etc) Sentence UAL (Days)
Year Occurred Prison Released Why Released Length of Length of time
From (Home/Christmas leave etc) Sentence UAL
MAGILLIGAN
2007 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 3yrs 6mths 3
2007 HMP Magilligan Xmas Home Leave 5yrs 1
2007 HMP Magilligan Town Visit 4yrs 299
2007 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 6mths 2
2007 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 7yrs 6mths 13
2007 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 3yrs 45
2007 HMP Magilligan Town Visit 9yrs 314
2008 HMP Magilligan Xmas Home Leave 3yrs 6
2008 HMP Magilligan Xmas Home Leave 4yrs 9mths 5
2008 HMP Magilligan Foyleview Leave 5yrs 9mths 31
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 1yr 6mths 4
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 8mths 1
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 3yrs 1
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 8mths 1
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 3yrs 9mths 9
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 6yrs <1
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 3yrs 25
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 1yr 6mths <1
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 11lyrs 107
2008 HMP Magilligan Foyleview Leave 2yrs 6mths 21
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 8yrs 2
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 7mths 1
2008 HMP Magilligan Foyleview Leave 4yrs 1
2008 HMP Magilligan Pre-Release Scheme Mn 4yrs 6mths 4
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 7mths 1
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 3yrs <1
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 6mths 5
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 9mths 1
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 5yrs 1




Unlawfully at Large (UAL)

Year Occurred Prison Released Why Released Length of Length of time
From (Home/Christmas leave etc) Sentence UAL (Days)
2008 HMP Magilligan Town Visit 4yrs 6mths 472
2008 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 8mths <1
2009 HMP Magilligan Xmas Home Leave 6yrs 4
2009 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 2yrs 3mths 27
2009 HMP Magilligan Ctr Unescorted 4mths 3
2009 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 1yr 2mths <1
2009 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 7mths 1,511
2010 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 5yrs 4
2010 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 8mths 3
2010 HMP Magilligan Resettlement Leave 5yrs 3mths 5
2010 HMP Magilligan Ctr Escorted 2yrs 1
2010 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 2yrs 6mths 5
2010 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 9mths <1
2010 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 8mths 97
2010 HMP Magilligan Foyleview Leave 12yrs 1
2010 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 6mths <1
2010 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 1yr 6mths <1
2010 HMP Magilligan Foyleview Leave 3yrs 6mths <1
2010 HMP Magilligan Town Visit 3yrs 6mths 1
2010 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 2yrs <1
2011 HMP Magilligan Foyleview Leave 13yrs 1
2011 HMP Magilligan Foyleview Leave 2yrs 6mths 2
2011 HMP Magilligan Foyleview Leave 6yrs 1
2011 HMP Magilligan Xmas Home Leave 4yrs 3
2011 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 4yrs 367
2011 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 7yrs 5mths 11
2011 HMP Magilligan Foyleview Leave 2yrs <1
2011 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 4yrs 10mths 401
2012 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 4yrs 1
2012 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 2yrs 10mths 1
2012 HMP Magilligan Xmas Home Leave 2yrs 1
2012 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 10yrs 3



Unlawfully at Large (UAL)

Year Occurred Prison Released Why Released Length of Length of time
From (Home/Christmas leave etc) Sentence UAL (Days)
2012 HMP Magilligan Xmas Home Leave 4yrs 6mths 6
2012 HMP Magilligan Ctr Unescorted 8yrs 5
2012 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 6yrs 11
2012 HMP Magilligan Town Visit 9yrs 1,191
2012 HMP Magilligan Xmas Home Leave 4yrs 10
2012 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 6yrs 1
2013 HMP Magilligan Foyleview Leave 2yrs 6mths 1
2013 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 6yrs 28days 7
2013 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 1yr 13
2013 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 4yrs 1
2013 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 2yrs 4mths 3
2013 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 4yrs 33
2013 HMP Magilligan Xmas Home Leave 4yrs 15
2013 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 1yr 6mths 7
2014 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 3yrs 6mths 1
2014 HMP Magilligan Xmas Home Leave 4yrs 6mths 6
2014 HMP Magilligan Xmas Home Leave 3yrs 6mths 2
2014 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 9mths 7
2014 HMP Magilligan Resettlement Leave 4yrs 2
2014 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 1yr 7mths 30days 1
2014 HMP Magilligan Ctr Unescorted 2yrs 6mths 7
2014 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 6mths 1
2014 HMP Magilligan Foyleview Leave 10mths 2
2014 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 3yrs 1
2014 HMP Magilligan Foyleview Leave 6yrs 1
2014 HMP Magilligan Xmas Home Leave 1yr 2mths 6
2014 HMP Magilligan Xmas Home Leave 2yrs 6mths 4
2015 HMP Magilligan Town Visit 4yrs 1
2015 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 4yrs 6mths 41
2015 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 11lyrs 2
2015 HMP Magilligan Ctr Unescorted 1671 days 230
2015 HMP Magilligan Home Leave 5yrs 6mths 1



Unlawfully at Large (UAL)

Prison Released

Year Occurred
From

2015 HMP Magilligan
2015 HMP Magilligan

Why Released
(Home/Christmas leave etc)

Home Leave

Home Leave

Length of
Sentence

8mths
5yrs

Length of time
UAL (Days)

83



Released Early by mistake

How early did the

How long were they at

Year Occurred Prison Released Crime(s) sentenced for Reason given for mistake Length of release take place large for or are they still Hou{ m'alTy staff
From Sentence disciplined
(days/weeks/months) at large
MAGHABERRY
2010{Maghaberry Remand prisoner Misinterpretation of court result Remand No release date 0 3
Holding information not shared with NIPS
2010{Maghaberry Remand prisoner (duplicate party) Remand No release date 0
Assault, possession of a dangerous and
2011|Maghaberry offensive weapon Sentence calculation error 6 months 46 days 3
2012|Maghaberry IS 91 (Home Office) hold Information not actioned prior to release IS 91 hold No release date 0




Prison Located

Length of
Sentence they

How long held beyond

Did prisoner receive

Were any/how

. Crime(s) sentenced for Reason given for mistake date they were due to |any compensation, if so many staff
in were meant to be Lo
serving be released? how much? disciplined
Year Occurred
HYDEBANK
2009|Hydebank Sex Offences No PACE form showing police custody time on File  [4 months 3 days £2,000.00|No
Incorrect fine warrants issued by Court Service
2010|Hydebank Fine should not have been in Custody nil 2 days No
Threats to kill, common assault, assault on
2010|Hydebank police Sentence resulted incorrectly by court service 8 months 11 days NO not prison service erfNo
Compassionate bail Reception staff unable to perfect
2011|Hydebank Burglary with intent to steal, Possession of d{the bail on PRISM Saturday 19.11.11 9-1 compassionate |4 hours £375.00|No
Court issued incorrect remand warrant should have
2011|Hydebank Bail on the charge - not sentenced been continuing bail 1 day No
Fine was paid before committal to prison info not
2012|Hydebank Fine passed to NIPS or Court Service 1 day 04.05.12 No
Disorderly behaviour, resisting police,
2013|Hydebank AOABH Remand time incorrectly calculated by NIPS 9 Months 3 days £1,250.00|No
2015|Hydebank Fine Subject to an ongoing investigation 2 day fine 4 days No
MAGHABERRY
Theft, burglary, resisting arrest, assault on
2005|Maghaberry police Full remand time not credited 1year 4 months |11 days £250.00|No
2005|Maghaberry File destroyed File destroyed File destroyed File destroyed £250.00|No
Assault, assault on police, disorderly
2006|Maghaberry behaviour Full remand time not credited 1year 3 months |4 days £4,000.00(No
2008|Maghaberry Criminal damage, taking and driving away |Error in calculation 8 months 5 days £5,000.00|No
2009|Maghaberry Driving offences Surplus remand not credited 9 months 9 days £1,500.00(No
2009|Maghaberry Breach of custody Probation order 1year £250.00(No
2010|Maghaberry Motoring offences 14 days £250.00(No
2010|Maghaberry Aggravated assault on a female Bail not perfected Remand 3 days £2,000.00(No
2011|Maghaberry Driving offences Full remand time not credited 1year 5months [1day £250.00(No
2012|Maghaberry Robbery, wounding with intent Administrative error 7 years 365 days £22,500.00|No
2013|Maghaberry Drug offences TSOR, no licence available 1year 6 months [1day £250.00(No
MAGILLIGAN
2005 |Magilligan Not known Miscalculation of remission Not known 1 day £3,500.00|Not known
2009|Magilligan Dangerous Driving/Unfit /drink or drugs Police Custody not applied 8cms 1day £1,000.00{No
Burglary/Dangerous Driving/Driving Whilst
2010|Magilligan Disqualified Concurrent/Overlapping remand time not applied DCS1Yr 6Cms 9cms|2 days £600.00|No
Dangerous Driving/Aggravated Vehicle
2012|Magilligan taken without authority Concurrent/Overlapping remand time not applied DCS 1Yr 3Cms 6cmg2 days £2,000.00|No
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