Practitioners/Personal Answer & Cross Petition Checklist 
 
	 


Ensure correct fee is paid (Current rates of court fees can be found  
on our website  www.justice-ni.gov.uk 
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 
	 


Has the M6 already been lodged by Respondent in regard to the original petition? 

Ensure there is no COR lodged by the petitioner or their legal representatives  

 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 
	 


Original Answer & Cross Petition, M5 & M6 lodged with three copies for all parties lodged 

Blank M6 refers to the petitioner in question 3 and in the box that requires signing. 

(Note boxes 1A to 1D must be removed – pen through these questions)

 
	 


Correct heading stated on Answer & Cross petition (Always High Court)
 
	 


Names of parties are correct (if deed poll is relevant a copy is required) 	 
 	 	 	 	 	 
	 


Answers given to Petitioner’s Petition (not all questions need to be  answered – no response is regarded as admitted)  


Cross petition states that the ‘said marriage has broken down irretrievably’     
 
	 


Correct wording for grounds of divorce used. Examples below:- 

a) since the date of the marriage, the petitioner has committed adultery with (name the person) (hereinafter called the Co-Respondent)
b) the petitioner has behaved in such a way that the respondent cannot reasonably be expected to live with the petitioner;
c) the petitioner has deserted the respondent for a continuous period of at least two years immediately preceding the presentation of the petition;
d) the parties to the marriage have lived apart for a continuous period of at least two years immediately preceding the presentation of the petition and the petitioner consents to a decree being granted;
e) the parties to the marriage have lived apart for a continuous period of at least five years immediately preceding the presentation of the petition.
 	 	 	 	 	 	 
	 


Particulars of petition are completed (e.g. if 2yrs or 5 yrs date on which  	 co-habitation ended or which parties began to live separate lives)  
 	 
	 


Prayer of petition has been completed 	 	 	 	 


Prayer refers to dismissing the original Petition or Prayer (of Petitioner) 

Answer & Cross Petition is signed by the solicitor in their name or the company name 	 	 	 	 	 	 

 	 
	 


Answer & Cross Petition is dated    
 
	 


Respondent’s address of service is completed (Co Respondent also if necessary)
 
	 


Petitioner’s address for service is completed  
 	 

M5 
 
	 


Details are relevant to Answer & Cross petition grounds (examples on first page of checklist)  
 	 	  	 	 	 
	 


M5 refers to Petitioner and Answer & Cross Petition  	 	 	  
 

M6 
	 


 
M6 refers to Petitioner and Answer & Cross Petition  
 
	 


Qs 1 - 4  must be available (Q1(a) to Q1(d) not required) 	 	 	  
 
	 


All other questions comply with grounds of petition 
 
	 


Q9 matches petition re costs. 
 


I confirm that this this Petition has been drafted and checked and complies with the above checklist and Notes for Guidance.


 Print name: 


Signed:  	  	_ Date: 
(Solicitor for the Petitioner) 

(Must be signed by Solicitor or lodging party in their name not the company name) 
