
Utilisation of Legal Aid: Official Statistics 2025/26

Solicitor Firms

422 Registered

357 Received Payment

↓ 2% 

↓ 5%

Authorised Expenditure

↑ 4%£70.5m

Criminal

£35.8m

↑ 5%

Civil

£34.7m

↑ 2%

Senior Counsel

119 Registered

89 Received Payment

↓ 8%

↓ 4%

Authorised Expenditure

£18.9m ↓ 8%

Criminal

£8.5m

↓ 10%

Civil

£10.4m

↓ 6%

Junior Counsel

514 Registered

386 Received Payment

↑ 1%

↓ 1%

Authorised Expenditure

↑ 0.3%£31.1m

Criminal

£16.8m

↓ 4%

Civil

£14.3m

↑ 5%

60 firms (18%) received 
nearly two-thirds of solicitor 
profit costs (£32.3m)

39 barristers (8%) received 
over one-third of counsel 
profit costs (£15.4m)

2025/26 Applicant Breakdown

Males
72% of Grants

Females
28% of Grants

Age

↑ X%Key: Comparison with 2024/25
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