In the High Court of Justice in Northern Ireland,
Family Division 
The Petition of (Enter Full Marital Name)
1) [bookmark: Text37][bookmark: Text38][bookmark: Text6]On the Click or tap to enter a date. the petitioner       was lawfully married to       (hereinafter called "the respondent") at      . (Enter full marital names of each party and the date of marriage. Note If the one party did not take on the married name an explanation has been given and/or copy of deed poll is enclosed (e.g who did not take on the married name, changed name by common usage or deed poll)
2) [bookmark: Text7]The petitioner and respondent last lived together as husband and wife at      .
3) The court has jurisdiction under Article 49 of the Matrimonial Causes (Northern Ireland) ORDER 1978 on the following ground(s):
Choose an item.
[bookmark: _Hlk222313196][bookmark: _Hlk222298908][bookmark: _Hlk222397420](delete as appropriate)(Note if you are picking habitual residence, addresses and dates residing at each address must also be stated).
4) [bookmark: Text39][bookmark: Text40][bookmark: Text10][bookmark: Text11]The petitioner is by occupation a       and resides at      
    The respondent is by occupation a       and resides at      
(Note if either of the parties are unemployed remove the word occupation and if they are retired stated they are a retired ?)

5) [bookmark: Text12]There are no children of the family now living, except      .
(The full names (as per long form birth certificates) of each child of the family and their dates of birth or, if it be the case, a statement that the children are over 18 years of age. If there are no children of the marriage remove the word except)

6) [bookmark: Text21]No other child, now living, has been born to the Choose an item.during the marriage (so far as is known to the Choose an item. ) except      .
(Refers to children born to female party that were not considered children of the family. If there is no other children remove the word except)

7) [bookmark: Text20]No periodical payment order or secured periodical payments order is sought for any child of the family except for on the grounds that;      .
(Note remove ‘except for on the grounds that;  ’ if not seeking order).

8) [bookmark: Text19]There are or have been no other proceedings in any court in Northern Ireland or elsewhere with reference to the marriage (or any child of the family) or between the petitioner and the respondent with any reference to any property of either or both of them except      .
(Detail any other proceedings with reference to the marriage. Note remove ‘except’ if there are no orders).

9) [bookmark: Text32]No application in respect of any child of the family has been made to the Child Support Agency for a maintenance assessment under the Child Support (Northern Ireland) Order 1991 except      
(Detail any applications that have been made to the Child Support Agency. Note remove ‘except’ if there has been no application).
10) [bookmark: Text22]There are no proceedings continuing in any country outside Northern Ireland which are in respect of the marriage or are capable of affecting its validity or subsistence except      
            (Detail any proceedings continuing in any country outside Northern Ireland. Note   remove    ‘except’ if there is no other proceedings).
11) [bookmark: Text23]No agreement or arrangement has been made or is proposed to be made between the parties for the support of the petitioner/respondent (and any child of the family) except     
(Detail any agreement that the parties wish to be made a rule of court. Note remove ‘except’ if there is no financial arrangement or agreement to be made or proposed). *MUST BE THE ORIGINAL LODGED, IF SEEKING MAT AGREEMENT MADE RULE OF COURT*

12) The said marriage has broken down irretrievably.
Choose an item.
Choose an item.
Choose an item.
(delete as appropriate)(Please select the relevant ground(s)and remove the drop down (Choose an item) if multiple are not selected)  
13) Particulars
(Particulars are the evidence of the grounds that have been selected in Paragraph 13, some examples below may help when drafting the particulars)
Example  1 ( 2 Years with consent ):- The parties separated on the ? when the ? left the matrimonial home. There has been no resumption of cohabitation since that date and there is no prospect of a reconciliation 
Example 2 (5 years separation):- The parties have not lived together as husband and wife since in or about ?
Example 3 (Separated but living together):- The parties have not lived together as husband and wife since ? The parties have lived separate lives since ?. The parties have had their own Sleeping, Cleaning and Socialising arrangements. 






4
Prayer
The petitioner therefore prays: 
1) That Choose an item.
Please note that a Judicial Separation is not a full divorce. 
2) That the Respondent / and Co-Respondent may be ordered to pay Choose an item. of this suit. (Make sure that this reflects box 9 of the M6,For example if asking for half costs here, then box 9 in the M6 must say half costs. If not asking for costs here then put a pen through box 9)
3) That the petitioner may be granted the following ancillary relief:
an order for maintenance pending suit and thereafter
a periodical payments order
a secured provision order
a lump sum order}
for the Children

a periodical payments order
a secured provision order
a lump sum order
[bookmark: Text25]a property adjustment order in relation to      
[bookmark: Text13]an order under Article       of the Matrimonial Causes (Northern Ireland) Order 1978 as amended by the Welfare Reform and Pensions (Northern Ireland) Order 1999 and the Family Proceedings (Amendment No 2) Rules (Northern Ireland) 2005.
(Remove the above if you are not seeking ancillary relief)

Signed 									
The names and addresses of the persons to be served with this petition are:
[bookmark: Text14]Respondent:
     
[bookmark: Text15]Co-Respondent (adultery case only):
     
[bookmark: Text16]The Petitioner's address for service
     
Dated Click or tap to enter a date.
Address all communications for the court to:
The Master
Matrimonial Office
Family Division
Royal Courts of Justice
Chichester Street
Belfast BT1 3JF

