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MINUTES

Police Pension Scheme Advisory Board (SAB)
Tuesday 14 May 2024 at 10 a.m.

Block 4, Conference Room, Knockview Buildings, Stormont Estate.

Attendees
Chairperson:

Secretary:

Members:

Advisors:

Observers

Apologies

Jeff McGuinness (JMcG), DOJ
Victoria Elliott (VE), DOJ

Liam Kelly (LK), PFNI

Alison McClune (AMcC), PSNI
Amanda Ford (AF), SANI

Sinead Simpson (SS), NIPB

Antonia Hoskins (AH), DoJ

Robert Fornear (RF) GAD via Teams
Charlotte White (CW) GAD via Teams

Micheal Burton (MB)

David McClurg (DMcC), NIRPOA
Robert Singleton (RS), CPOSA
Natalia McMahon (NMCM)
Annemarie Magee (AM), PSNI
Therese Murphy (TM), DoJ

Welcome and introduction

JMcG welcomed and thanked Members are making themselves available.

JMcG also welcomed Micheal Burton (MB), Chair of the NIPB Police
Pension Board, as an observer.

MB provided an overview of his experience working within Police Pensions.

Conflict of Interest

No conflicts of interests were recorded.

Minutes from 20 February 2024

Members approved the minutes without amendment.

Matters arising
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JMcG highlighted the laying of the Police Pensions (Amendment)
Regulations (NI) 2024 on 19 March 2024, the release of the two circulars
relating to the revised employer contribution rate and the removal of the llI
Health removal benefit on 8 March 2024 and more recently, the Forfeiture
Circular was updated and sent to Scheme Manager on 8 May 2024.

JMcG reviewed the outstanding actions and members were content to agree.
Contribution Bandings — GAD Presentation/Discussion

Following commentary provided by the staff associations, SABNI members
submitted prior to the meeting, JMcG advised that the shortfall in the scheme
valuation can only be met by an adjustment to the member contribution rates.
This view had previously been affirmed by DoF as NI pension policy lead.

SABNI members recognised their prior acknowledgement of a need to rectify
the shortfall and all members expressed for this to be achieved, with minimal
financial impact to the member. Members put forward and discussed a
number of options/scenarios to rectify the shortfall. RF provided a
demonstration of the GAD contribution modeler to illustration the impact
these options.

Members agreed to recommend to the Minister a proposal for a two-tier
contribution banding structure, anticipated to deliver the shortfall. In terms of
future proofing, members agreed to review the member contribution banding
structure, in line with the statutory pension scheme valuation cycle.

JMcG advised members that the Chair would write the Minister to advise of
the SABNI recommendation. Subject to Minister’s approval, the Department
plans to consult in Autumn 2024, with a view to laying the regulations by
Spring 2025.

GAD representatives left the meeting.

Consideration of SABNI consultation response to Police Pensions
(Remediable Service) (Amendment) Regulations (NI) 2024

Members reviewed the draft SABNI response for submission to the
consultation via PowerPoint.

JMcG raised the issue of an appeal mechanism, which has been a concern
raised prior to meeting by LK.

AH highlighted as part of the policy development, an appeal mechanism was
provided for within the Contingent Decision Project Definition Document
(PDD), by way of Internal Dispute Resolution Procedure with the Scheme
Manager.

Action: SS said the Scheme manager is not opposed to an appeal
mechanism, and agreed to consider the PDD and update LK.
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Members considered and agreed to the proposed SABNI response to the
consultation.

JMcG encouraged any member who had yet to submit an organisational

response to do so by 16 May 2024 and provided an overview of the next
steps in order to lay the regulations.

Pension Dashboard Update

VE provided an update on the current stage of the ongoing Pension
Dashboard Programme.

AOB

No items raised.

Date of next Meeting

Action: Following a request from SS, the Secretariat agreed to review the
dates for the remaining 2024 meetings to facilitate the Board’s ability to
attend.



Action Log: SABNI

Action

Responsibility

Response
date

Date Action
completed

Consider Contingent
Decision for appeal
mechanism and update
LK

Sinead Simpson
(NIPB)

Cleared 14 05 24

Updated diary exercise to
secure 2024 meetings

Secretariat

Cleared
04/06/2024




